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Beginning about 1200 CE, the Mali, Songhay, and Ghana empires spread their sequential influence

across the western horn of Africa. This title discusses the vital role salt and other natural resources

played in the development of the empires, the rich and diverse cultures, and the influence of the

Islamic Empire on every day life.
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David C. Conrad holds a Ph.D. from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of

London and is professor emeritus of history at the State University of New York-Oswego. President

of the Mande Studies Association since 1986, Conrad has been a fellow of the Royal Geographic

Society, the Fulbright Foundation, and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Some of his

books include A State of Intrigue: The Epic of Bamana Segou, Epic Ancestors of the Sunjata Era,

and Sunjata: A West African Epic of the Mande Peoples. In 2008, he appeared in an episode of the

Travels to the Edge with Art Wolfe and in the Discovery Channel series Into the Unknown with Josh

Bernstein.

It's a good place to start for anyone interested in wanting to learn about the pre-colonial African

Empires. Not much in-depth information on the social urbanization of the regions or other aspects of

life.My biggest problem is finding repeated passages. I'd read a excerpt from a medieval travelers

description or paragraph from the author repeated on the following page.



The book is very informative. Initially the search feature did not work and I wrote a bad review

because of it.This is a good book because I want to learn about pre-colonial sub-Saharan African

history.
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